UNDER   THE   FASCIST   YOKE

Another qualified Franquist, Don Lufs Antonio de Vega, has
written in the important weekly journal Domingo of San Sebastidn,
an article in which the following passage occurs:

"In the Oran territory, everything which is not Arabic is
Spanish. All the Ordn zone, which is as large as Gastille, has
been cultivated by our countrymen. If anywhere in the world
there is land which should be claimed, it is the Oran country.
There is more here to recover than mere territory, than a few
bastions erected by Spain."

It goes without saying that Rome and Berlin, having cultivated
in their Spain the irredentist spirit in general, zealously support
each Franco claim in particular.

"In his capacity of Ambassador Extraordinary," wrote the
Popolo f Italia on May 2nd, 1939, "the old Marshal should speedily
and graciously have restored France's ill-gotten gains to Spain,
and should have offered to the Spanish people, by way of com-
pensation, a part of Morocco."

"Gibraltar in foreign hands is historical nonsense," wrote
another Fascist organ. "The anti-Spanish Tangier constitutes a
danger of conflict."

"Unquestionably," states the Giomale tfltalia in triumph, "the
old Moroccan problem will soon appear over the European
horizon, bringing Tangier in its train."

The Hitler press was also jubilant.

"The Leader has taken sides in the historic conflict between
the satiated and unsatisfied peoples.. .. Spain has folly-justified
claims on certain territory in Morocco, which was occupied by
France during the Riff War," said the Hamburger Fremdetdlatt*

"Spain's demands for the return of Gibraltar and Tangier now
await only an opportune moment," observed the Hitler review,
%wan&gstes Jahrkundert.

These few examples, picked at random from a whole literature
in the same vein, will be sufficient to show that Mussolini and
Hitler have fully achieved their ambitions. Franco's Spain is
bound to the Axis not only by Hplcs of ideology and gratitude,
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